[Survey of the Implementation Status of Personal Counseling among Cancer Patients in Red Cross Hospitals].
Red Cross Pharmaceutical Association conducted a questionnaire-based survey to evaluate the status of implementation of pharmaceutical intervention as well as personal counseling for outpatients with cancer undergoing chemotherapy. Based on the survey results from 93 hospitals across the country, it was found that pharmacists performed an intervention on outpatients receiving chemotherapy in 68 hospitals(73.1%)and conducted personal counseling for outpatients with cancer in 48 hospitals(51.6%). Out of the 68 hospitals, 20 did not conduct personal counseling for outpatients with cancer. This was attributable to the fact that 14 hospitals did not have a qualified pharmacist, 3 did not have sufficient manpower, and 3 did not have the required system. The results of a logistic regression analysis showed that the number of pharmacists significantly affected implementation of pharmaceutical intervention as well as personal counseling for outpatients with cancer undergoing chemotherapy(p=0.042, p=0.023, respectively). The pharmacists can receive a fee for medical services only after conducting personal counseling for outpatients with cancer undergoing chemotherapy. However, in hospitals with a small number of pharmacists, they could not claim their fees owing to lack of manpower. This survey found that lack of manpower is currently the most important issue.